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Syllabus - Fall 2007 
Geology 2102: Principles of Geology Lab (1 units) 

Department of Physics and Geology 
California State University, Stanislaus 

 
Instructor: Dr. Rob Rogers Office Hours: MWF: 9-10;  
    TT: 8-10     
Office: N 153        
Phone: (209) 664-6691   
E-mail: rrogers@geology.csustan.edu   
 
Prerequisites: GEOL 2100 or 2400 (current enrollment ok) 
 
Text:  Earth Science 11th ed. Tarbuck,  Lutgens and Tasa,  Publisher: Prentice Hall Copyright: 
2006 Format: Cloth; 752 pp  
Lab manual: – To be announced.  In addition to instructor provided handouts.  Also: 
• A variety of colored pencils  
• Writing implements: (Pencil and large eraser) and paper for notes  
• Binder or folder for all graded materials in the class 
 
Location: M  2:30-5:38 in N 111. 
 
Course description:  Classification of minerals and rocks; reading and interpreting topographic and 
geologic maps; studies of selected problems in plate tectonic, structural geology, groundwater and mass 
movement. One required field trip. 
Mandatory Field Trip: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm  Saturday Nov 3, Knights Ferry 
 
ATTENDANCE:  Attendance is taken periodically.  It will benefit you to attend all labs because making 
up labs will be difficult outside of class hours. Any officially excused absence (i.e. doctor’s 
appointment) will be given one week for make-up after that none will be accepted. No make-up will be 
given for the field trip! Please be on time because important information and announcements are given 
at the beginning of class.  If you miss 4 or more of consecutive labs, you MAY be dropped.  Don’t 
expect the instructor to drop you; it is your responsibility to drop this class! 
 
Grade evaluation:   

1 Rock & Mineral ID quiz   50 points   50 points 
 2 written rock & mineral quizzes  15 points each  30 points 
 10 quizzes     10 points each   100 points 
 12 labs      20 points each        240points 
 Field trip with field work   20 points                 20 points 
 1 lab final (cumulative)   75 points               75 points 
  
    TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS…………. 515 POINTS 
 
Point grading is as follows: 

     A  = 90% -515 to 463 total points 
     B  = 80% - 462 to 412 total points 
     C  = 70% - 411 to 360 total points 
     D  = 58% - 359 to 298 total points 

http://wps.prenhall.com/esm_tarbuck_escience_11
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Approximate Schedule - Subject to Change  
 
 

Week  Date Lab Quiz 
1 Sept. 10 Introduction and Properties of Minerals Quiz #1 – 10 points 
2 Sept. 17 Earth Materials: minerals & rocks Mineral Quiz (15 points) 
3 Sept. 24 Earth Materials: rocks  Rock Quiz (15 points)  
4 Oct. 1 Rock and mineral Practice Quiz  

Intro to maps (Lat / Long) 
Quiz #2 – 10 points 

5 Oct. 8  Rock & mineral ID Quiz 
(50 points) 

6 Oct.15 Topographic Maps and map reading Quiz #3 – 10 points 
7 Oct.22 Earthquake lab Quiz #4 – 10 points 
8 Oct. 29 Plate tectonics Quiz #5 – 10 points 
9 Nov. 5 Geologic Principles & Unconformities Quiz #6 – 10 points 
10 Nov. 19 Structural / Geo History Lab Quiz #7 – 10 points 
11 Nov. 26 Strike and dip lab  Quiz #8 – 10 points 
12 Dec 3 Age Dating and 1/2 life lab Quiz #9 – 10 points 
13 Dec. 10 Lab Review Quiz #10– 10 points 
 Dec 12 Lab Final  
 
 
Field Trip:  Are mandatory part of this class. You are required to attend and do the appropriate work. The field 
trip accounts for 20 points of your overall grade and can not be made up. We will leave from the campus at 
8:00am and return by 6:00 pm. It will consist of observations, notes and mapping beginning near Turlock through 
the Knights Ferry and Sonora region.  
 
OTHER INFORMATION and STUDY HINTS:  

♦ You are expected to arrive on time and stay for the ENTIRE class. 
♦ You are expected to read your syllabus often and do the readings so that you are prepared for class. 
♦ The syllabus can change at a moments notice; announcements of any changes will be made in class. 
♦ Keep up with the reading as we go along. Ask questions about anything you did not understand.  
♦ Try to “teach” the information to someone else, a friend, spouse, or a child. 
♦ Group Work: Students are strongly encouraged to discuss study ideas, questions, and concepts with 

one another. However, you are not permitted to (copy) or collaborate on the writing of your answers 
to a given question. Discuss the ideas then do your own work. Copying is plagiarism and is strictly 
forbidden!  

 
Cell Phones/ Ipods etc.: Turned them off during class. At a minimum, phones are to be in “silent mode” in the 
case of urgencies only! Absolutely no text messaging is allowed in this class!!! This is a disruption to you and 
others around you and it will not be tolerated! 
 
Plagiarism/Cheating: Plagiarism or cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.  Any student(s) caught cheating or 
plagiarizing will fail that assignment and if it persists you may fail the class.  Also additional actions may be taken 
by the college administration.  
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